
 

 
 

 

 

 

May 25, 2015 
 

 

151 West Esplanade | North Vancouver | British Columbia | V7M 3H9 | 604-661-2800 

 

 

 

 

Dear Carrier: 

 

RE: International Registration Plan for charter buses 

 

We are writing to inform you of an upcoming change relating to the registration of charter buses 

in the International Registration Plan (IRP). The IRP is a registration reciprocity agreement 

among states of the United States, the District of Columbia and provinces of Canada providing 

for payment of licence fees on the basis of fleet distance operated inter-jurisdictionally. 

 

Currently, charter bus owners that operate inter-jurisdictionally have the option of registering 

under the IRP if they would prefer to not purchase trip permits or if they operate beyond the 

terms of free registration reciprocity agreements, such as the Canadian Agreement on Vehicle 

Registration (CAVR).  Effective January 1, 2016, changes to the IRP will disallow free registration 

reciprocity agreements for charter buses, such as CAVR, and therefore require all buses with a 

licensed gross vehicle weight over 11,793 kg used in the transportation of chartered parties 

outside of the jurisdiction in which they are registered to either: 

 

 register under the IRP and display the corresponding “Apportioned” plates; or  

 purchase a trip permit for the jurisdiction(s) they intend to travel into. 

 

If your fleet does not include any charter buses or if you are already registered in the IRP, this 

change will not impact you. 

 

We also wanted to inform you that the IRP was recently amended to remove the requirement to 

estimate travel into other jurisdictions in advance of actual operations. The lifting of this 

requirement to estimate distance in advance is known as “Full Reciprocity” and went into effect 

on January 1, 2015.  All IRP cab-cards issued on or after January 1, 2015 automatically show all 

jurisdictions so operators won’t need to predict where they will be operating.  The changes for 

Full Reciprocity make it easier for vehicle owners that cannot predict their travel in advance to 

take advantage of prorate licensing under the IRP. 

 

We recommend that if you do not currently have an IRP account and plan to register your buses 

under the IRP that you contact the Prorate Services Department at ICBC or your Autoplan broker 

for information about applying for an IRP account.   

 

To assist you with information about registration, please go to our icbc.com website at: 

http://www.icbc.com/vehicle-registration/licence-plates/Pages/Prorate-plates-for-commercial-

vehicles.aspx.   Additional information can be found at irponline.org. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

ICBC Prorate Services 
604-443-4450 
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