2017 BCTA AGM and Management Conference
June 2 - 4, Kelowna, BC
Members make it happen!
BCTA was delighted to welcome 180
members and guests to our Annual General
Meeting and Management Conference this
year. And, 23% were new to this event,
including a few directors newly elected to our
Board. We hosted a good mix of operating
and associate members – 41 percent of those
attending were motor carriers. More
important, the weekend was energetic and
energizing, from the business sessions and
networking receptions to attendees masking
up on Saturday evening to join in the fun.
Both Trevor Sawkins, BCTA Chairperson, and
Louise Yako, President & CEO, said in their
AGM reports that our members are vital to
our success as an industry association.
While we know not everyone can attend this
event, your membership, support and
participation in other ways throughout the
year is a testament to our collective strength
as an industry association.

2017/18 Executive Committee - Dan Watson, Kevin Johnson, Ken Johnson,
Phil Bandstra, Jason Wheeler and Chairperson Trevor Sawkins with BCTA
President & CEO Louise Yako

Please read on for links to the AGM reports,
and our business session summaries,
presentations and supporting materials, and
about BCTA’s 2017 award winners – Long
Service, Truck Driver of the Year, and the
Service to the Industry Award.
Thank you to SafetyDriven – Trucking Safety Council of BC for
sponsoring this edition of the Rearview Mirror.

If you have comments or questions on any of the items we’ve covered in this edition, please call
us at 604-888-5319 or 1-800-565-2282. BCTA is always ready to serve.
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Golf Tournament, Harvest Golf Club

Ryan Senger, John Van Seters, Louise Yako, Steve Ondejko

Don Rogelstad

Tyson Jerry, Julian Kolb, Ken Johnson

Welcome Night
The energy at the Friday evening reception and BBQ is always
palpable – the first chance everyone has to see who’s in the room,
greet old friends, and connect names to faces.
It’s also a chance to introduce BCTA’s Conference Committee,
which meets regularly prior to this weekend to plan the event.
Although not all could attend, this year’s Committee includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Byron & Jennel Sample, John Cormier & Michelle
Canaday

Ed Genberg, Ocean Trailer, 2017 Committee Chair
Ben Boon, Chevron Canada Limited
Ron Chamberlain, Honorary Life Member
Shaun Freeman, BFL CANADA Insurance Services Ltd.
Shaun Garvey, Advantage Fleet Services
Darren Racine, Protrux Systems Inc.
Tina Schueren, Allison Transmission
Jason Wheeler, The Inland Group
Sid Sethi, Alex deRosenroll

Roger Berryman, Jason Wheeler

Blair & Bev Crawford

Lynne Andrews, Jennifer Courtenay
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Annual General Meeting
At the AGM, we present our financial statements for
approval, elect Board directors for the coming year, and
share reports from the chairperson and president & CEO
about BCTA’s activities over the past 12 months.
This year, members also voted on two special resolutions for
BCTA’s Constitution and Bylaws, to bring them into
compliance with the new BC Societies Act, effective
November 28, 2016. For the Constitution, members
accepted a new declaration that BCTA is a member-funded
society. Members also approved a rearrangement of our
Bylaws to reflect a recommended Societies Act template, as
well as a few more substantive changes, including:
•
•
•

Trevor Sawkins, BCTA Chair,
& COO, ColdStar Solutions

Louise Yako, BCTA
President & CEO

Formalizing when a secret ballot will be conducted
Increasing the number of directors required for quorum
at a Board meeting
Better defining when a member is “not in good standing”

See the new Bylaws at the link below, as well as our
Advocacy Update List for the past year.

AGM Reports:
• Chairperson’s Report, Trevor Sawkins
• President & CEO’s Report, Louise Yako
• Advocacy Update List: 2016-2017
• 2017 BCTA Constitution and Bylaws

Voting on changes to the Bylaws, AGM

Shaun Freeman, Deep Rai

2017/18 BCTA Board of Directors with Chair, Trevor Sawkins, and
President & CEO, Louise Yako.
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Long Service Membership Awards
BCTA’s Long Service Membership Awards recognize the
contribution of motor carrier and associate members who have
supported BCTA for decades.
We are proud to celebrate their loyalty and goodwill and
honoured by their commitment to BCTA. Members receive Long
Service Membership Awards beginning in their 25th year with
BCTA, then every 5 years after.

Celebrating 65 years of membership on behalf of
Freightliner!

25 Years

35 Years

•

Bridgestone Canada Inc. (Adrian Courtenay)

•

•

Domino's Pizza Distribution

40 Years

•

Macal Bulk Transport Ltd. (Rick McArthur)

•

•

TMS Transportation Management Services Ltd.

50 Years
• Len's Transportation Group Ltd. (Leonard Kane,
Jr.)
55 Years
• HUB International Insurance Brokers (Tia
Chisholm)
60 Years
• Bandstra Transportation Systems Ltd. (Phil
Bandstra)
65 Years

30 Years
•

Burnaby Lake Greenhouses Ltd.

•
•
•

Excel Transportation Inc.
Harbour Link Container Services Inc. (John
Bourbonnierre)
North Shore Driving School Ltd.

•

Seaspan Ferries Corporation (Dave McKay)

•

Sure Haul Transportation Ltd.

•

Vancouver Hino Truck Sales

•
•

Volvo Group Canada (Laury Schmidt)
Intercontinental Truck Body (BC) Inc., 31 years,
(John Van Seters, recognition from 2016)

Martin Brower of Canada Co.
Ampco Manufacturers Inc.

•

Freightliner Trucks Canada Ltd. (Jerry Gallant)

•

R.E. Postill & Sons Ltd.

70 Years
•

Marpole Transport Ltd.

Member representatives who accepted the awards at the AGM are in brackets – see BCTA’s Gallery for photos.
For all those who couldn’t be with us in Kelowna, Louise Yako delivers awards in person where possible.

At the AGM, BCTA also welcomed these guests:
•
•
•

Cole Delisle, Deputy Director, Commercial Vehicle Safety
& Enforcement
Stephen Laskowski, President, Canadian Trucking Alliance
Steve Ondejko, Chairperson, Ontario Trucking Association
Steve Ondejko, Greg Sokil, Stephen Laskowski
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Business Session 1:

British Columbia’s Economic Prospects in an Uncertain and Risk Prone World
Ken Peacock, Vice President and Chief Economist, Business Council of British Columbia

Ken Peacock began with the global economy, noting that it should
gain some traction, with international GDP projected to grow by
3.5% in 2017 and 3.6% in 2018. The US, while slipping to just
1.6% growth in 2016, is projected to see 2.3% and 2.5% growth for
2017 and 2018, respectively. But, 82 months of employment and
wage gains there mean more consumer spending and housing
starts, helping to put the economy on more solid footing.
In terms of Canada-US trade, Canada is the greatest external
source of both gas and natural gas for the US, providing 3.169
million barrels of the former and 7.193 cubic feet of the latter per
day. We are also the largest export market for most states, with
a dollar projected to hover near US$0.75 beyond 2018.
Canada’s GDP is expected to grow 2.5% for 2017 (compared to a
1.4% change in 2016), slowing to 1.9% growth for 2018. BC led
job growth, up 3.6% so far in 2017, well ahead of Ontario and
Quebec, the only other provinces experiencing gains. BC
consumers are helping to drive economic expansion through
retail sales and demand for housing (housing starts should
remain elevated). Exports grew by 10% for 2016, led by lumber,
metallic and mineral products, machinery and equipment, and
coal. The US remains BC’s largest export market, but among our
top five (including the US), exports to India grew the most for
2016, by 30%. Within Canada, Alberta is a primary recipient of BC
exports, as is Ontario. Strong economic growth over the past
three years, bolstered by housing, will continue but moderate.
Trucking shows strong growth in BC, increasing an average of
5.1% annually from 2011 to 2016, a higher rate than the provincial
GDP. Exports to the US and provinces, housing and other
construction, consumer spending, and Gateway activity have all
been supportive. There will be a tighter labour market for
trucking and other industries, however, as although BC’s
population is growing, it’s also aging, with the greatest increases
in the population over age 60.

Ken Peacock, BCBC

Business Session 1

Resources:
• Presentation
• Media Coverage:
o “Economist predicts BC’s trucking
sector will continue to flourish,”
Truck News, June 3, 2017
o “’I only see good news for the
trucking sector’: BC economist,”
Today’s Trucking, June 3, 2017

See Ken’s presentation for additional statistics.
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Business Session 2:

Liability in Motor Truck Transport Claims: Differences Across Canada
Michael D. Silva, Director, Whitelaw Twining Law Corporation

Michael Silva,
Whitelaw
Twining

Lisa Archibald,
Brent Wilson,
Rahul Dhand

Michael Silva provided a primer for carriers on how to
protect themselves from liability inside and outside BC for
cargo damage. In law, for-hire carriers, or “common
carriers,” are liable for any damage to the goods they haul
unless sufficiently protected by contract or bill of lading,
similar to the responsibility of an insurer. Across Canada,
there are Uniform Conditions that limit liability for common
carriers, but while the conditions are consistent in all
provinces, their application is not.
One of the Uniform Conditions is that carriers are only liable
for $2/pound, based on cargo weight not value. However,
while in Alberta and Ontario this and other Uniform
Conditions are considered to apply in all contracts, in BC and
Saskatchewan, carriers must include these conditions in
bills of lading issued and signed (by the shipper) on pick up.
In these provinces, bills of lading without adequate detail,
left unsigned, or illegible provide little protection. In BC, the
document must also be “properly issued” to be valid, but
Michael noted bills of lading are rarely issued properly here.
Also crucial in BC is a statement on the bill of lading
indicating the limits of the carrier’s liability, with a place for
the shipper to declare value of the goods. The origin of the
shipment defines which provincial rule applies.
Carriers may not be properly insured or have policies that
protect them beyond the liability they’ve declared. The
$2/pound limit does not apply, e.g., if a damaged shipment
has somehow created a loss of profit or business for the
shipper or receiver (e.g., damage to a piece of equipment
required by the business).

Another practice that may limit liability is the use of
“through bills of lading.” In multi-modal transport
operations these allow an ocean carrier to subcontract
transportation to a third party to deliver cargo to its
ultimate destination. A through bill of lading has a
“Himalaya Clause” that extends the bill’s liability limits
to the third party. Also providing some protection are
“head contracts” spelling out an agreement between a
shipper and carrier that also covers work carried out by
a subcontractor.
Carriers operating in the US face other liability issues,
since individual states may treat the US Carmack
Amendment, which describes the rights, duties and
liabilities of shippers and carriers for cargo loss,
differently. Under the Agreement, carriers need to
provide shippers the opportunity to choose among, and
sign for, different options/rates for liability.

Resources:
• Presentation
• Session Handout
• Additional Articles & Publications
• Media Coverage:
o “Paperwork must be in order for carriers to
avoid liability issues,” Truck News, June 6,
2017
o “Your bill of lading may not protect you:
lawyer,” Today’s Trucking, June 4, 2017
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Conference Luncheon

Conference Luncheon

Paul Schroeder, Sandy Burt, Shaun Pidcock, Tiffany Smith

2017 BCTA Driver of the Year
Congratulations to Kelly Ryan, Tri-R Transport Ltd., BC’s
2017 Truck Driver of the Year!
Laury Schmidt of Volvo Trucks Canada, which co-sponsors
this award, made the presentation to Kelly at Conference.
Kelly has worked for Tri-R for 11 and a half years, from a
total of 26 years as a professional truck driver, 24 of those
accident free. Kelly, Tri-R and Volvo Trucks Canada tell the
story.

Click above for the video of Kelly’s story!

Trevor Sawkins, Leah McMuldrock, Kelly Ryan, Laury Schmidt

Rearview Mirror

2017 BCTA AGM and Management Conference │ June 2 – 4, Kelowna

Luncheon Presentation:

Canadian Trucking Industry’s Role in Revolutionizing North America’s Supply Chains
Stephen Laskowski, President, Canadian Trucking Alliance

Acknowledging the influence of tradition and change, Stephen
Laskowski painted the trucking industry’s future as one of challenge
and opportunity, noting CTA’s priorities along the way.
Faced with competition from new technology such as drones,
trucking is still a traditional industry, one that has already
experienced disruption (deregulation) and survived, including
through developing efficient supply chains and “long trade patterns”
with cooperation among regions and regulators. The North
American Free Trade Agreement allowed cross-border traffic to
grow faster than the economy, entrenching trucking as the lead
economic indicator across the continent. CTA is optimistic that the
US won’t radically overhaul NAFTA. Instead, a NAFTA review could
see positive change, e.g., for things like improved efficiency at the
border.

Stephen Laskowski, CTA

Shippers are also a key to improvements. One of CTA’s roles is to
educate them about the cost of long supply chains to trucking,
including from hyper-competition, compliance costs, the value of
the dollar, fuel prices (and taxes) and congestion. The cost of
regulations and fuel taxes need to find their way back to the
industry; in fact, fuel taxes should underlie targeted investment in
infrastructure.
Replacing drivers is one issue CTA and the industry must face.
Millennials, the “Echo” Generation (aged 25-34), are the largest
cohort of potential workers but make up only 15% of truck drivers.
Immigrants make up 20%. Trucking needs strategies to attract
these workers. Mandatory Entry Level Training for commercial
drivers, effective July 1st in Ontario, can help enhance the job’s
profile, as could changes to the National Occupational
Classification, addressing shipper challenges, and scheduling.
Carriers need to invest in their workforce.
As for new technology and truck automation, it’s not yet clear where
this will go, but simply because of the oversight required, selfdriving trucks are not likely to replace drivers soon. And here too
there are opportunities, including improved safety and leveraging
the “cool” factor to attract new recruits.

Luncheon Presentation

Resources:
• Presentation
• Previous Media Coverage:
o Stephen gave a version of this
talk to the Alberta Motor
Transport Association in April.
See “Industry faces time of
change: Laskowski,” Today’s
Trucking, April 29, 2017.
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Conference
Masquerade
Banquet

Daman Grewal, Ricky Gill

Jim Leidl, Milena Bileck

Robb & Dawn Graham, Deb & Colin
Rafferty

2017 Service to the Industry Award
Greg Munden, winner of the 2016 award, delivered this speech about this year’s winner, Ken Johnson, 1st Vice
President of the BCTA Board of Directors and founder and General Manager of Ken Johnson Trucking Ltd.
Following tradition, Greg didn’t reveal Ken’s name until the end – and apparently we surprised Ken too!

Ken and Sherry Johnson with the painting awarded to Ken, a landscape of our beautiful province for a deserving supporter of BCTA and the trucking industry.
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Business Session 3:

Critical Issues for Autonomous Trucks
Daniel Murray, Vice President, Research, American Transportation Research Institute

Daniel Murray, ATRI

Cole Delisle, Paul Landry, Michael Demers

Ed Genberg, Rex D’Souza, Cory Paterson

Resources:
• Presentation
• Related ATRI Reports:
o Critical Issues in the Trucking
Industry 2016
o Identifying Autonomous Vehicle
Technology Impacts on the
Trucking Industry
o Cost of Congestion to the Trucking
Industry: 2017 Update

Once skeptical of autonomous vehicles (AVs), Dan Murray converted
when invited to observe Uber’s Otto self-driving truck pilot a load of
beer through Colorado in October 2016 while the driver monitored
progress from the sleeper berth. There are six levels of autonomy,
from “Level 0” where the driver does everything, to “Level 5” where
the vehicle carries out all tasks a human driver would, in all
conditions. The Otto 18-wheeler was a “Level 4” vehicle, which can
drive and monitor conditions, but only in certain environments under
certain conditions (in this case, the driver engaged AV technology
only once the truck merged onto the highway). This truck used
RADAR, LIDAR and video optics to operate, but AV technologies also
include ultrasound (already in use by self-parking cars) and neural
networks/artificial intelligence.
Now, AV applications include the “low-hanging fruit:” utilization of
HOV lanes, truck platooning and industrial use (mining operations),
but the technology could also address some top trucking industry
concerns, which ATRI identifies in yearly critical issues lists for
drivers and carriers. In 2016, the top 10 issues for both included,
e.g., hours of service, US Compliance Safety Accountability, driver
health and wellness, and congestion. With AVs drivers can rest (the
focus of HOS) while still on the road; Safety Management System
scores will decrease in CSA; drivers could reduce time spent sitting;
and vehicles travelling close together and in sync could mitigate
congestion.
Impediments to AV use include insurance, tort law (a “tort” is a civil
wrong that causes someone else harm) and the need to clarify what
the technology is (“smart” cars already exist, e.g.). A key
consideration for carriers will be ROI.
Dan outlined some US industry trends AVs could help adjust,
including a rising trend in company failures (2016), reduced profit
margins, and reduced dry van length-of-haul. But, e-commerce is
booming. Could platooning answer demand? Finally, the rising cost
of congestion may be a driver in AV adoption. In 2015, the cost of
congestion in the US totalled $63.4B or just under $35,000 per truck.
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Mark Your
Calendars!

Sponsors

Join us in Whistler for our 2018 AGM and Management Conference
at the Fairmont Chateau Whistler Resort from June 8 to 10.

Thanks to our Conference sponsors for their support!

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

BCTA: Like us on

and follow us on

Photography Credit: McDermott Photographers. Like them on
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