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To Print or Not to Print, That is the Question
Verifying Drivers’ Hours-of-Service Compliance Using Recording Devices Output Roadside

By LaTonya Mimms, Transportation Specialist, Office of Enforcement and Compliance, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)
permits the use of a variety of devices to record a driver’s hours
of service (HOS). These devices range from automatic on-board
recording devices (AOBRDs) with requirements specified by 49
CFR 395.15, to computers, tablets and phones installed with

logging software and applications.

Although the purpose of these devices is to record a driver’s HOS, they are
not all the same and have different printing requirements when inspected
at roadside. A driver operating with an AOBRD is not required to have the
current day or previous seven days of records of duty status (RODS) printed
during a roadside inspection. This is also the case if the driver uses logging
software devices with electronic signature capabilities. An inspector may,
however, request printed RODS from such devices, if the inspector is unable
to verify the driver’s compliance with the HOS from viewing the device’s
display screen. Drivers who use logging software and applications without
electronic signature capabilities to record their HOS are required to have
their previous seven days of RODS printed, signed and in their possession
during roadside inspections.

By asking specific questions, the inspector can determine if: 

1. The driver is using a device that meets the standards of an HOS
recording device permitted by FMCSA

2. The driver is in violation of the HOS rules 

3. The driver is required to have his or her RODS for the previous seven
days printed and in their possession 

The following questions can be used by an inspector to determine what is
needed:

Does the device provide all of the information illustrated in 49 CFR
395.8?
The regulatory guidance titled, “Hours of Service for Commercial Motor
Vehicles Drivers; Regulatory Guidance Concerning Records of Duty Status
Generated by Logging Software Programs” (79 FR 39342) published on July
10, 2014, permits the use of all HOS recording devices, provided the device
provides all of the information illustrated in 49 CFR 395.8, unless the device
is an AOBRD.

Is the device an AOBRD?
To be considered an AOBRD, the device must automatically record driving
time and be integrally synchronized with specific operations of the
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) in which it is installed; this does not
include global positioning system (GPS) motion detection. One of the many
ways to determine if a device is an AOBRD is if the device automatically
records a driver’s driving without manipulation from the driver.

If the device is not an AOBRD, does the device have electronic
signature capabilities?
The following chart clarifies the printing requirements during roadside
inspections for AOBRDs, logging software devices with electronic signature
capabilities, and logging software devices without electronic signature
capabilities. n

Device Type

Automatic on-board recording device

Logging software and application device 
with electronic signature capabilities

Logging software and application device
without electronic signature capabilities

Guidance found in

Notice of Regulatory Guidance: Automatic 
On-Board Recording Devices (FR 79 26869)

Hours of Service for Commercial Motor Vehicle
Drivers; Regulatory Guidance Concerning

Records of Duty Status Generated by Logging
Software Programs (79 FR 39342)

Hours of Service for Commercial Motor 
Vehicle Drivers; Regulatory Guidance

Concerning Records of Duty Status Generated
by Logging Software Programs (79 FR 39342)

Required to have printout 
in possession 

during roadside inspection:

No

No

Yes
Driver must be given the 

opportunity to print current day record 
of duty status at roadside


