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Louise Yako 
President and Chief Executive Officer 
British Columbia Trucking Association 
100 – 20111 93A Avenue 
Langley, BC  V1M 4A9 

 

Dear Ms. Yako, 

  

Thank you for seeking clarification about the legitimacy of carrying a photocopied Owner’s 
Certificate of Insurance, Vehicle Licence and Registration document (APV250) for a trailer 
instead of the originally issued document, while the trailer is being towed.  

For any motor vehicle or trailer, it is quite acceptable for photocopies of the APV250 to be 
carried instead of the original document.  This is likely a long standing practice followed by 
many leasing companies, trailer fleet operators and other vehicle owners.  The owner or operator 
just needs to ensure that it is a true photocopy. 

If a licence or a photocopy has been adulterated in any way, e.g. blanking out the address or any 
other information during the copying process, then it is not valid and the result would be a 
violation of BC’s Motor Vehicle Act (MVA), section 11, if the vehicle is on the highway and 
another unadulterated licence or true photocopy is not also available.  

MVA section 11 states that “The licence issued for a motor vehicle or trailer, or a photocopy of it, 
must be carried in the motor vehicle, or in the case of a trailer, in the motor vehicle towing the 
trailer, at all times while the motor vehicle or trailer is on a highway.”  Since this refers to a 
“licence” and the APV250 is a combined registration, insurance and licence document, 
sometimes there is uncertainty as to whether it is different for the registration and insurance 
components.  The answer is that it is the same.  In accordance with MVA section 3 and 11, 
carrying a photocopy of the licence issued for a motor vehicle or trailer while it is operated on 
highway is also deemed by the Corporation to be acceptable for the purpose of carrying proof of 
insurance and registration for a motor vehicle or trailer while it is operated on highway.    

Having the APV250 or a true photocopy in the vehicle helps other operators of the motor vehicle 
to comply with legislation that requires certain information to be provided after a 
collision.  MVA section 68 requires the operator of a vehicle involved in a collision to provide 
the name and address of the registered owner of the vehicle to attending police and other 
parties.  If a person lends their vehicle to another, that person needs to know the owners address 
in the event of an accident.  If the operator does not know the registered owner’s address and 
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cannot immediately contact them by cellular telephone, for example, then they will be unable to 
comply with that provision. 

Law Enforcement also have indicated that they want residential addresses on the forms because 
it ties in with methods used to match up the vehicle driver with the owner.  Having the address 
on the paper document allows an officer to verify the validity of statements being made by the 
vehicle operator, especially when the officer suspects the driver is impersonating someone else, 
e.g. in a stolen vehicle situation.  While the address may also be available through a name, plate 
or a DL number enquiry through their systems, it is not the same as holding on to the documents 
while questioning a person, nor is the electronic information always available (sometimes the 
police system is off-line and some patrol cars do not always have the terminal necessary to 
access CPIC systems.)  

Thanks again for your interest in this matter and please do not hesitate to contact me if you need 
any further clarification. 

 

 

Mark Francis, FCIP, ACS 
Manager 
Provincial Vehicle Registration & Licensing 
Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC) 
 
 


