
 

 
Managing Driver Fatigue During a  

Provincial State of Emergency 

The Government of Alberta has enacted a Provincial State of Emergency, and continues to 
work with municipalities, organizations and businesses to support evacuated residents. The 
Government of Alberta’s priority is to ensure that Albertans are safe and to mitigate the threat 
of fire to people, homes and infrastructure. 

Focusing on safe commercial transportation of the public and vitally needed goods on Alberta’s 
highways is important while the Provincial State of Emergency is in effect. While providing 
emergency response and disaster relief, and other forms of assistance, it is critical to 
recognize the factors that cause driver fatigue and potential impacts to road safety. Driver 
fatigue during such situations is a major issue that could lead to collisions. 

While the Provincial State of Emergency is in effect, commercial truck and bus drivers 
operating for “Provincial” carriers who are directly involved in providing relief will be 
exempted from the Alberta’s Drivers’ Hours of Service Regulation.  

Similarly, drivers operating for “Federal” carriers and conducting extra-provincial bus 
undertakings engaged in the evacuation of Fort McMurray residents or extra-provincial truck 
undertakings engaged in providing relief to Fort McMurray and surrounding 
communities, as a result of the fire, are exempted from the federal Commercial Vehicle 
Drivers Hours of Service Regulations until May 15th. This date may be extended based on the 
circumstances, if required. 

These provincial and federal exemptions only apply to those drivers directly involved in 
providing emergency relief efforts. Those involved in normal commercial transportation 
activities, even in the Fort McMurray area, are not exempt from these hours of service 
regulations. 

Although the exemptions can be applied to commercial carrier operations that are providing 
relief, all drivers and carriers are urged to actively try to reduce workers’ fatigue levels. 
Examples of how this can be done include: identifying additional volunteer drivers who can 
relieve other drivers; ensuring drivers have adequate accommodations when off duty; 
communicating with the drivers regularly during their work shift to help identify those drivers 
with a high level of fatigue and who may need a rest or break sooner than planned. 

If anyone has any questions regarding these exemptions, driver fatigue in general or other 
commercial highway transportation requirements, can contact the Carrier Services Section of 
Alberta Transportation during business hours. 

Phone:  403-755-6111 (toll free in Alberta by first dialing 310-0000) 
Email:  compliance.info@gov.ab.ca  
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